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CCoonnssiiddeerr  aann  iinnvveessttmmeenntt  wwiitthh  

lliiffeelloonngg  ppootteennttiiaall!!  
 
For just $175, Samaritanôs Purse 

can train a traditional birth 
attendant with skills and 

knowledge that will have a 
profoundly positive impact on the 
health of expecting mothers and 

babies in her community. 
Your monthly gift of $30 can train 
two women each year so they, in 
turn, have the potential to impact 

hundreds of women! 
 
 

To donate or learn more,  
call 1.800.663.6500 or  

visit ifcanada.ca 

INTERNATIONAL FOCUS ON MATERNAL HEALTH 
 
Some of the worldôs most powerful leaders gathered around the table recently 
at the G8 Summit in Canada. The leadersô decision to make maternal and child 
health a significant focus of the summit came at a critical time, because the 
United Nationôs Millennium Development Goals focusing on maternal, 
newborn, and child health are sadly the least likely of all the goals to meet the 
desired targets by 2015. In fact, every minute of every day, one woman dies in 
childbirth, a total of approximately 529,000 maternal deaths each year, and 
this staggering number has barely changed over the last two decades. 

 
Samaritanôs Purse Canada is investing in womenôs and childrenôs health 
projects to provide greater freedom from economic, spiritual, and social 
barriers that restrict their development. Along with our local partners in 
countries around the world, we are caring for marginalized women through a 
variety of initiatives that address maternal health while also respecting the 
sanctity of life. From training traditional birth attendants in Vietnam and 
supporting midwifery care in the Philippines to educating mothers about 
nutrition and early childhood diseases in Bolivia and Niger, our projects are 
empowering women to improve their own health and the health of their 
families.  

 
In this edition of the ñIf you knew...ò newsletter, youôll learn more about one of 
Samaritanôs Purse Canadaôs key maternal health projects in the Philippines 
and the impact it is having on the lives of tribal women. Youôll also see some 
startling comparisons between the lives of mothers in Canada and those in 
developing countries and youôll find other resources that can help you learn 
more about these issues. We also invite you to join with us in praying that the 
G8 leaders will fulfill their commitments and thereby significantly and 
sustainably improve maternal and child health around the world.  

Hope is growing for Liberian women and their families through Samaritanôs Purse Projects 

http://www.samaritanspurse.ca/
http://www.ifcanada.ca/
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MINISTRY PROFILE:  
PHILIPPINES ABUNDANT GRACE OF GOD MATERNITY CENTER 
 
Understanding that quality midwifery care is one of the most important 
ways to promote maternal and child health in rural and least-developed 
communities, Samaritanôs Purse Canada is now in its third year of 
supporting the Abundant Grace of God Maternity Center in the 
Philippines. This center is the only fully functioning charity maternity 
center in the province of Kalinga, and staff there are also actively sharing 
the love of Christ with the tribal people who have only recently been 
reached with the Gospel. 
 
The natural beauty of Kalinga is contrasted with the physical isolation, 
poverty, and dangers of tribal war that continue to plague many 
communities in this area. As a result, the tribal women have little or no 
access to medical care and the maternal mortality rate is as much as 20 
percent higher than the already high national rate of 230 deaths per 
100,000 live births (compared to a ratio of 7:100,000 in Canada), 
according to UNICEFôs adjusted data for 2005. Only a handful of 
midwives work in the villages and many mothers and babies die in 
childbirth every year due to a lack of adequate prenatal care and trained 
attendants at their births. 

 
The Abundant Grace of God Maternity Center takes a multi-faceted 
approach to maternal and child health that includes the provision of free 
prenatal, delivery, and post-partum care, health education and spiritual 
encouragement for expecting mothers, mobile services for rural 
communities, and hands-on training for Filipino and foreign midwives. 

 
The ministry was founded and is led by a phenomenal young Canadian midwife, Georgia, and her Filipino husband. Their 
staff now also includes three other midwives, several midwifery students, and a clinic aide who are kept on their toes with a 
monthly average of 20 deliveries as well as prenatal care for upwards of 200 women each month. The 500

th
 baby was 

safely delivered in April 2010, marking an exciting milestone for this growing program.  
 
A holistic approach ï addressing both physical and spiritual needs ï is crucial. During regular community visits, the staff 
share health teaching on topics such as breastfeeding, family planning, and danger signs during pregnancy, and also lead 
the women in worship songs in their native Butbut language and share from the Bible. Each patient is prayed with during 
her check-up and Georgia is quick to say that ñwe are always sure to remind the women that we are helping to meet their 
physical needs in order to show them the love that God has for them.ò 
 
One of the unique opportunities the Lord has provided is a partnership with the local state college. Remarkably, without this 
connection, midwifery students would otherwise not receive any hands-on experience ï as many of them plan to work 
internationally as domestic helpers upon completion of their programs ï and this gives them an incredible opportunity to 
discover the rewards of midwifery. The center also supports local practicing midwives ï strengthening their capacity for 
vaccinations in remote areas, accepting patient referrals, and sharing supplies and knowledge. 
 
In 2010, the ministry hopes to add a ñwell babyò area to the clinic where ongoing free check-ups would be provided for 
children between six weeks and two years of age, and where health and development training, nutrition counseling, and 
spiritual and emotional encouragement could be provided to parents. These services would equip parents with the tools 
they need to keep their children on the road to good health. 
 
Ultimately, the goal Georgia has for this ministry is for the birthing center to be staffed and run completely by local Filipina 
midwives and that she will simply be available to provide support and advice. See ñGenerational Changesò on page 4 to 
read about the impact of this ministry in the lives of several Filipina mothers... 

 

A proud Filipina mother shows off her health baby  
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REAL RISKS OF MOTHERHOOD IN THE DEVELOPING WORLD 
Numbers, particularly statistics, can be hard to grasp and difficult to put in terms that make sense in our daily lives. 
That being said, we all know mothers ï our own mothers, our grandmothers, female colleagues, aunts, our sisters, 
perhaps our neighbors.  
 
Imagine the despair that faces nine out of 10 women in the bottom 10 countries in the world in which to be a mother as 
each of them will suffer the loss of at least one child in their lifetime.  
 
Consider the risk a young woman in Niger takes when she becomes pregnant, when evidence shows that one in 
seven Nigerien women will die from a pregnancy-related cause. 
 
The challenge of statistics is to see beyond the numbers to the human impact ï positive or negative ï that is 
represented in those figures. In the case of the brief maternal and child health comparison shown below, the response 
of Canadians ought to be one of tremendous gratitude to the Lord for the blessings we enjoy in this country and also 
one of resolve to do all that we can to ensure that mothers in less developed countries have the basic tools they need 
to improve the future for their families for years to come. 
 

 Canada Bottom 10 countries in the 
world in which to be a mother 

Chance of a woman dying from 
pregnancy-related causes 

1 in 11,000 1 in 23 

# of children who will die before 
his or her fifth birthday 

1 in 167 1 in 6 

% of births attended by a skilled 
health personnel 

Nearly 100% 40% 

Expected # of years of formal 
education for females 

16 years 5 years 

                       *Data from Save the Childrenôs State of the Worldôs Mothers 2010 

 

WANT TO LEARN MORE?  RECOMMENDED RESOURCES 

 State of the Worldôs Mothers 2010 examines the critical role played by female health workers in reducing 
maternal, newborn, and child mortality. The report also includes the Motherôs Index which ranks 160 countries 
to show where mothers fare best and where they face the greatest hardships in the world. 

 A Walk to Beautiful (DVD) shares the inspiring stories of three Ethiopian women who leave home in search of 
treatment for obstetric fistula. Obstetric fistula is a tragic complication of childbirth that affects more than two 
million women worldwide, and an additional 50,000 to 100,000 new cases each year. 

 The World Health Organization (WHO) report entitled ñCountdown to 2015: taking stock of maternal, newborn 
& child survivalò tracks progress on the Millennium Development Goals aimed at reducing maternal and child 
deaths. Many other maternal health resources are available online at www.who.int/topics/maternal_health. 

 

*Samaritanôs Purse Canada is not responsible for the endorsement of information and/or opinions within the recommended resources listed. 

 

http://www.savethechildren.net/alliance/what_we_do/every_one/reports/SOWM2010_Report.pdf
http://www.walktobeautiful.com/
http://www.who.int/child_adolescent_health/documents/9789241599573/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/child_adolescent_health/documents/9789241599573/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/topics/maternal_health


if you knewé 
 Summer 2010 

 

 

IMPACT STORY: GENERATIONAL CHANGES 
 
When Salingôs oldest daughter went into labor last summer, she accompanied the young woman to the Abundant 
Grace of God Maternity Center for the delivery. Although Saling, in her 40s, was a mother of six, and this baby 
was already her daughterôs second, this was the familyôs first delivery with a skilled birth attendant present. 
 
ñI was too nervous to go in the room [during the delivery],ò said Saling, ñso I waited outside.ò Meanwhile, the 
midwives at the center were able to deliver a healthy grandchild with no complications for the mother or the baby. 
The experience obviously had an impact on Saling, because the next month when the staff of the maternity center 
visited her village in the northern Philippines to offer health teaching and mobile prenatal check-ups, she eagerly 
participated, because she was now pregnant with her seventh child. 
 
One of Salingôs children had died shortly after birth of unknown 
causes ï a tragedy far too common among mothers in the 
developing world. She had delivered each of her six children at 
home alone and had likely never had a prenatal check-up in her life 
before the staff travelled to her community and began building 
relationships and trust as they taught about maternal and child 
health and the free services they offered. 
 
The months went by and then on Boxing Day, after the midwives at 
the maternity center had already delivered five babies in two days, 
the staff were surprised, but delighted, when Saling arrived in 
labor. One midwife recalls, ñI was so excited that she came to 
deliver with us that my exhaustion evaporated!ò Saling, with the 
help of the centerôs staff, delivered a healthy baby boy and stayed 
for another day to rest and for companionship.  
 
The midwives at the Abundant Grace of God Maternity Center agree that not all pregnancies and births are 
without complications. Skilled attendants are able to recognize complications that require urgent medical care and 
are also able to provide advice throughout pregnancy that will bolster the health of mothers and babies.  
 
Last year, one patient who was expecting her seventh child travelled to the clinic to deliver because she felt that 
something was different this time. Indeed, the staff quickly determined that she was about to deliver twins! Both 
babies were in good position and the midwives were able to do the delivery at the clinic. When they were born, 
one baby needed resuscitation, but one of the midwives was able to handle that as well, and both babies and the 
mother went home healthy a few days later. One can only imagine the potentially heartbreaking outcome, had she 
decided to deliver at home alone. However, by the grace of God and through the dedication of the clinic staff, we 
can envision a bright and hopeful future for these twins and their mother. 
 
The next month, another set of twins presented at the maternity center, although this time the midwives 
anticipated the unique situation, because the mother had been diligently attending the monthly prenatal check-ups 
in her community. When the time came to deliver, however, her blood pressure was too high and the staff 
transferred her from the clinic to the local hospital. The midwivesô involvement was critical in assessing the 
situation and ensuring she received the care she needed to safely deliver both babies. 
 
Samaritanôs Purse knows that midwives and other maternal and child health initiatives are essential in helping 
mothers and children in the developing world to not only survive the journey from conception to birth and growing 
up, but to thrive through this miraculous process. What if more women had access to these life-saving services? 
What if we, in Canada, were part of making this happen? 
 
If you would like to learn more about Samaritanôs Purse and our work with women in the developing 
world, or would like to donate, please visit ifcanada.ca or call 1.800.663.6500. 
 

Saling, her husband, and baby Joey 

http://www.ifcanada.ca/

